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At a committee meeting on 29th March, I was delighted to hear our 

Honourary Secretary report that there was still a steady flow of applications 

for membership, and that there are already over 300 paid up members. 

To help explain the aims and objectives of the Group, a leaflet is 

being prepared which will also cpntain a form for applicatio_n for membership 

of the Group. This should be of great assistance to members opening their 

gardens, and those of us who wish to bring the Group to the notice of 

interested people not already members. 

The first regional event took place on 25th March, when the Regional 

Organiser for Cornwall, Mr Jack Page, took a party of 15 to two superb 

gardens near Truro, Trewithen and Chyverton. One member came from Wiltshire 

two from Somerset and three from Devon, Mrs Johnstone herself took us all 

around 'l'rewi then, a very mature garden now, which she has seen develop from 

almost nothing at the time of her marriage in 1910, Inevitably, we were told 

that the magnolias had been better the week before, but they were still 

breath-taking when we saw them. Some fine camellias including the deep red 

form of C. saluenensis referred to in an article on camellia breeding in 

'Rhododendrons 1976' , and of course splendid rhododendrons, and some rare 

and interesting trees. There was a splendid selection of choice plants .for 

sale, and very few n;01!lbers went away empty handed. 

At Chyverton, Mr and Mrs Holman took us round and we saw a fine 

display of slightly younger magnolias, including the very fine M, dawsoniana 

'Chyverton'A.h. In a small walled garden, near the house, we saw several of 

the Kunming C. reticulata cultivars thriving out of doors, and a fine C, 
reticulata 'Capt. Rawes' against the house, 

All members of the Group are completely free to attend any event or 

meeting in the various Sub-groups and ,-1ill be most welcome by the regional 

organisers. 

We have been referring so far to Regional Sub-groups, but it might be 

simpler to call them Branches, The East Anglia, Sussex and Cornwall Branches 

have made a start and their organisers are now 'ex offfoio' members of the 

Group's committee, For the time being the Greater London Branch does not / 

seem feasible, but a new Branch is being formed for the Surrey/ Hampshire 

area, possibly to be called \Iessex, the organiser, Mr J.? .• Dudley-Cooke, who 

has moved recently to Montclare House, Greenhill Rd, Farnham, Surrey. 

Enquiries should be sent to him direct. 

LAMELLEN. CORNWALL WAL'l'ER M.AGOH 

BJIODODENDRON & CANELLIA GROUP J\.l-lH_GJ).1._~roun 1977 ·--~-u.s_sg 

The suggested visit to Lorien on the 28th April will not now take place. It 

had been intended as an addition to, rather than as a part of, the tour. Members 
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of the Group wishing to take up :Mr Mayer's invitation to see his collection 

of rhododendrons and conifers, should make an appointment direct (Tel. Wadhurst 

2045); it is understood that he will have returned from the U.S.A. about the 

middle of April. 

Instead, arrc>,ngements have been made :for members of the Group to visit the 

famous gardens at Nyrnans, by kind permission of the Countess of Hosse and 

the National Trust. Members of the Group are asked to assemble at the m~in 

entrance at 2 p.m. on Thursday 28th April where they will be greeted by I1r 

Cecil Nice, the head gardener, who has kindly agreed to take us around the 

gardens and show us some of the outstanding plants. 

Members who have already intimated their intention of going on this tour, are 

being notified direct of this change of plan. Tea is being provided at Sonth 

Lodge on Friday 29th and at Borde Hill on Saturday 30th April. 

SOCIAL· GATHERING & GROUP EXHIBIT .. 

It is hoped that members will support the Group Exhibit of Rhododendrons, at 

the Royal Horticultural Society Show at Vincent Square in London on Tuesday ' . 
14th June 1977. The Group Exhibit is being organised by I-fr John Bond :md 

Mr Alan Hardy, who will welcome contributions of all rhododendrons, whatever 
4,fl I 

the_ s;\.•;~. Dr James Cullen, Assistant Keeper of the Royal Botanic Garden at 

Edinburgh, will give a talk on 'Rhododendron Work now in Progress at Edinburgh' . 1 . 

and this will be followed by a cold finger Buffet Supper in the Restaurant, 

which has been reserved for the Group from 6. 30 p.m. - 8. 30 p.m. 'l'here uill 

be room for a limited number of guests, in addition to wives and husbands of 

membei's of the Group. Tickets at £3 per head which includes the lecture, 

~ine with supper, are obtainable from Mr J. Waugh Owens, Cherrydown, Forest 

Drive, Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey, be.fore the 27th May (tickets will not be 

sent out-until the beginning of•June). 

Please read the full details of the Group Exhibit later in this Bulletin and 

send your pro forina off to Mr Bond immediately. 

_wESSEX RHODODJI:.NDRON &. CAI~LLIA CROiJP 

It is proposed to form a local Group from members of the main Rhoc1odendron 

& Camellia Group resident in Surrey, HA.lllpshire, Dorset and Berkshire, and to 

operate the local Group nlong the lines of those already formed for Sussc:x 

and Cornwall, etc. 

It is hoped that by having a local Group in a.ddi tion to the Rhododendron e~ 
Camellia. Group as a whole, closer co-operation and communication between 

members within the local Group will result. Group meetings can be easily 

facilitated by reason of the closer proximity of the memb&rs ana hopefully, 

there will be a freer exchange of icleas and information between members able 

to meet fellow members in their immediate locality. Group visits to gardens 

wj.thin the Group area can also be organised on a regular basis and it has . ,. 

also been ~ggested that a. local show could be sta.eed to encouragG more m<,rnbers 

to participate in exhibiting. 



Over 80 members of the Group a.re eligible to join the local Group. In order that 

members of the Group may have an early opportunity of meeting, it is proposed 

to organise a Group outing on Sunday 22nd May·at 2 p.m. to Hethersett, Littleworth 

Cro~s, Farnhrup., Surrey, by kind invitation of Lnrd and Lady Adam Gordon. Any 

members who·have not received prior information and would like to at t end, are 

asked to contact Mr R. Dudley-Cooke, Moritclare House, Greenhill Hd, :B'arnhc:un , 

Surrey. 

EDITORS ])ESK 

Following on so soon after Bulletin 2~ I fear that it has been quite a rush to 

get this edition into print. Members have been very kind and we have some more 

excellent -contributions which will appear in future editions. 

Taken on my weekly shopping expedition to Bournemouth, _my despondency was 

swept away by a wonderful tree of M.a£,'11olia campbelii, cub. sp. mollicor.:c,tc in 

full flower behind the super-market. Even Cornwall could not beat this_plant 

with a fine specimen of M. campbellii, itself not yet in flower, beside it. 

Fed up with the doom and gloom on the B.B.C., I r~ng them up and told them all 

about these two wonderful plants and suegested that they took their caiaerf-\.s 

down to photograph such a wonderful sight. The delightful girl in their News 

Room asked me to explain what a magnolia wqs nnd, suitnbly satisfied, said 

would it be alright if they came down next week ! I explaineu. -~o her that if 

she was prepared to risk a frost - good luck! After asking me if we were going 

to have a frost that night, I suggested she ask the Weather !1,:m - but she tlid 

not seem too hopeful Next morning they did photograph the plruits and showed 

the film which was quite beautiful, with the news the sume evening. Mr Roy 

Lancaster explained to viewers all about the plants. So many people corr,mentec1 

upon the film and little groups gatherec. nr<?und. the plants, with such obvious 

pleasure at one of the beauties of nature they might never even h~ve noticed. 

It reminded me of a visit to Trewithen when all the magnolins were in full 

flower and the gardens empty. Mr Hichacl Taylor, the head gardener, said, 

1 I feel that I ought to hire a loud-speaker van and Llrive ~ouncl Cornwall 

shouting - come and see the magnolias ! '. If you hi.we a beautiful plant, tell 

your friends - but don't forget to tell us first ! 

Verwood. ·])orset April 1977. John Gallagher 

--REV=--I_S_ED ___ P;;;.;;.RO;:.;G __ RAf:1!==1E_0.;.,;.F __ GR_O_UP __ EVEN'l'S 1fil 

Saturday 16th April East Anglia Branch meet at 54, Woodlands Rd , Hoxley, 

Essex, at .3 p.m. by kind permission of Mr D. Fox 

Tuesday 19th April Rhododendron & Camellia Show~ at the R.II.S. Hall, 

Wednesday 20th April Westminster, both days. On Tuesday a lecture in the 
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Lecture Room "The Ludlow & Sherriff Rhododendrons" by 

Mr G.A. Hardy 

I.C.S, Sussex .Tour until Monday 25th April 

su_ssEX RH0DODEHDn0N & p.Al1ELLIA _T__OUH . 

SUSSEX RHODOllEl-lDRON & CAi1ELLIA 'l'OUil -:---==-----=--- • -------
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5th May 
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14th May 
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22nd May 
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Cornwall Garden Society spring Flower Show, 'rruro 

City Hall. Two days. 

Cornwall Branch visit two gardens west of 'l'ruro 

_GHEL SEA FLO\'JER -..E.!i.9W 

Wessex Rhododendron & Camellia Gr~ outing to H~thersett, 

Littleworth Cross, Seale, Farnham, Surrey at 2 p.m. 

28th May Sussex Rhododendron & Camellia .Gro1!J2 outing to Hig~ 

Beeches, Hand Cross. 

14th June R.H.S, Early Summer Show wi~h Rhododendron classes. 

]:l.hbdodendron & Camellia Gr'?.1:1..I?..~.?CE.ill, Le.9~~ and 

BUFFEI' SUPPEJl at 6 p •. m. 

Members of the Group will be interested, perhaps sad, to learn that Major­

General E.G.W.W. Harrison has 'decided to give up his famous garden at St. 'l'udy 

in North Cornwall. There is a small manor house in good condition and eight 

acres of very beautiful gardens, containing a magnificent collection of 

camellias and rhododendrons, including a number of awe.rd plants, some from 

Tower Court, and many of his own rP.ising. The collection of camellias is 

wonderful, as well as the acers, eucryphias and hydrangeas. The garden is open 

to the public several d['.ys a week this year, possibly for the l ast time.· The 

sale is in the hands of agents Strutt & Parker, asking price L75,OOO - incluQing 

the contents of the garden an<:3 the gardening books in the house. This i8 an 

opportunity for someone perhaps near retirement, wanting a ready-m8,de 

rhododendron and camellia garden. 

THE SCOTTISH ROCK GARDEN C..Mill, Arising from Bulletin 2. 

Mr Cyril Barnes of 55, Jesmond Park West, Newcastle-upon-Tyne has sent me 
the schedules for the Scottish Rock Gardens Club Shows in the North of England 

and Scotland. There are some very interesting classes especially in Section V 

of the Glasgow Show, held in Knightswood Community Centre, 201; Alderman R<l, 

Glasgow, on Saturday 7th May 1977 from 12.30 p.m. until 6.30 p.m. admission 

charge 2Op. Thirty one classes for rhododendrons are included in this Show in 

addition to one hundred and sixteen classes for other pl~nts • . Mr Barnes has 

very kindly sent me a lot of very infonnative information on Northern activities 

which we bope to print in a later Bui1etin. 

~ LODGE 

The history of the garden begins · soon ·after my father F.D. Godma.n bought 

South Lodge and rebuilt the house in 1883. Prior to this there was no c;arden 

except a few small rose bushes with three little fields beyond on the north 

side. In one of the fields he dug stone and when this ·area was incorporated 

in the garden he "wondered what to do with the • awful hole he hncl mr-i.de." 
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This subsequently became the rock garc1.en c,nd was plante(: with alpines, 

flowering shrJJ.bs and later with clwarf rhotloclem1rons. 'l'he hnl_;e chunp of rec.1 

arboreum opposite the front door may have been plantec1 by him or even earlier 

and nmst have been contemporary with the red arboreum wr-J.k (lnter cut ancl. 

replanted as the azalea walk) which by the early ni 1Cteen hundrells hacl grmm • 

into a tunnel of rhododendrons with arching branches and ten inch trunks, 

thereby cutting the garden in half. It may see!'l incredible that the clwnp 

too had spread so tremendously that some years ago we hm! t o remove 96 self­

made layers because their vigorous growth was swallowing up ·i;he older flowering 

branches. The Himalayan bed was certainly one of my father's first plantings 

with the large leaved falconeri am1 hodgsonii contrnstine with th01:isonii, 

oampylocarpum and cinnabarinum, plants reminiscent of his earlier travels in 

Northern India with his brother-in-law I the great naturalist ancl collector 

Henry Elwes. Eximeum - probably killed by lnst year's drought - he used to 

point out as the counterpart of falconeri but growing 1,000 ft hicher up at 

the greatest altitude attained by any sinilar rhodoclenc' ron, The lntter yen:rs 

of the last century were those for the makinrr of gartlens, nnc1 especfo.lly for 

the planting of 'American Gardens' with shrubs and daffodils. Magnolia crnnpbellii 

soulangeana roid lennei fortunately date back to these early cln.ys for campbellii 

took 25years before it attempted to flower. During the following three yenrs 

the flowers were ruined by frost and it was not until it reached the arr,e of 29 

that it was absolutely covered with about a thousand glorious pink blooms. 

Unfortunately, this species flowers in March, so early that most years, even 

despite the experiment of lighting little fires to give a glimmer of warmth 
: , ' 

on frosty nights, the flowers are usually spoilt before the bu<ls are fully 

open and it is only once that we have attained to about two thousand blooms 

in perfection. Soulangeana also leads a precarious existence but flowers so 

freely, with its highest branches even overtop,,ine the t2.ll rhododendrons that 

many days of enjoyment generally precede the final disaster of frost <la.mne;e. 

Lennei, a much later flowerer remains intact with its splendid big lilac cups 

opening wide. 

Mr Luscombe of Coombe Royal in Devonshire was a frienc of early days and 

presented my father with his finest forl!l of the pink11,v.scombei' (fortunei x 

thomsonii) ancl also r .ed' Luscombei ',the reverse cross ( thomsonii x fortunei) one 

of the most vigourous of growers. Mr Mangles of Vale Wood near Haselmere who 
' w9:s within reach by horse and C[U't presented my father with a load of his 

rhododendron hybrids including a unique cross of wightii, believed to have 

been made by a bumble bee with fortunei , a great improvement on the stru6gling 

habit and one-sided truss of the named parent, but although it is a beautiful 

a.nd showy go.rc1en plant, unfailingly covered year by yehr with lar6re creamy 

blooms, the trusses are still insufficiently conpact to make a show specimen. 

Amongst Mr Mangles' unflowered hybrids was a splenC.i c: white rhododendron of 

unknown parentage. My f ather later cave a plant of it t o Sir Edmund Loder who 

showed it to other [;arcleners in Cornwall and without a r eco~ised nrune it 

came to be known as 1Loders White'. 'l'his quickly growing hybrill soon became 

a. feature of the garden at South Lodge easily layered and flowerillB" abundantly 
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every yea:r regardless of weather and the fact that it is classified as "Class C" 

(H 3)~ 

Sir Edmund dicl much in hybridizing in t:le e(lrly years tlf the century, but my 

father never uw:ertook this wide field of cultivation, which ne(H1ed vast areas 

for growing on the seedlings up to the minimum flowering a ge . I remeJTJber Mr 

Crossfield of Ernbley whose seedling hybrid bushes spread all up through a 

wo9d saying that out of nearly 100 plants raised only about three were really 

worth growing. My father did however, provide Sir Ec1muncl with the pollen of 

11, aucklandii (later known as G'riffithianum) a very fine form grown in a cold 

gree11;11ouse which he crossed with e. good fortunei of his o,m ancl so produccu. 

the first plants of the world-famous H. Loderii. Sir Edmund later made the s ame 

cross again with different parents and obtained other named varieties of Loderi. 

Probably aucklandii and fortuned were two of the species most used for the 

early crosses and Mr Millais' book gives descriptions of many of them, which 

formed a foundation of the garden. Waterer provided many of the "harLly hybrids" 

un-named or with names long since forgotten, which he lped to fill the garden 

with colour, against a background of ponticum heclges which had been the first 

essential to provide adequate shelter for any rhododemlrc,ns. Later Slocock' s 

hybrid added enormously to the variety aml from the la:1'.'Be flow0re c1 China onwards 

they seemed to thrive as well or better at South Lodge than oven in their 

ori~inal home at Woking. 

A new tide of rhododendrons came with the distribution of the seec1 collecti<-ns 

from China, such as Forrests Kingdcn-Ward's and others and in many of these 

expeditions my father had taken a share. 'l'his brought the many tiny Chinese 

rhododendrons into cultivation, more reminiscent of the heather covered 

mountain slopes than of the well-known larger leavuc1 members of the e;enus, but 

with them crune also Chinese forms of their Himalayan counterparts, the l arce 

flowered discolor and decorum the arboreuJTI-type nipharQlm and the yellow wnrc1ii 

and a whole generation of promising e;arden plants. One of the finest forms 

of sutchuenense 1Geraldii', with a splendid dark blotch, long c1 isputed as a 

variety, but later considered. a hybrid with praevernum was grown at South 

Lodge and received an A .. M. 

The introduction of R. e;riersonianum brought a new eler.1ent into the rhocloclenclron 

world with its late flowering and gorgeous scarlet colouring and immensely 

widened the scope for hybridization and gre/3,tly extended the flowering sensen. 

Although most of the plants for new beds and borders in the "forest isaz'den" 

were transplanted from other parts of the garden, gifts from frienus made a 

valuable diversity of hybrids, such as Mr Rothschilcls Naomi, Captain collingwood 

Ingram 1·s fine hybrid I Calfort I and Major Hardy I s crimson I Van Thom 1 • Perhaps 

one rof the more distinctive assets ca.rne from the seec1 collector's R • irroratum 

in its various forms. By severely weedinc out the "poor" ancl "fair" forms we 

were left with a quantity of early flowering though allegedly t ender bushes, 

but· although these unfl?.ilingly floriferous plants are often caught by frost 

in·Ma.rch or April the long period of 4 - 5 weeks flowerinc gives a welcoPle show 

despite some disasters. Their t enderness ha s fri5htenecl garc1eners from using 
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irroratum as a parent, but its texture anc1. clurability nrc a compensntion arn1 

Leonardslee have produced one of their best hybrids by crossinr: it with 

Loderi and thereby producing an almost invariable prize-winner of exceptional 

tex~ure and beautifttlly shaped trims under the nane of l\•n1i te Gl ory 1 , Its 

weakness is· in its virtues as the plru1t may a lmost exhaust itself by tryinG to 

produce both the size of Loderi ancl the prolific flowering of irroratum, l~or 

some years after the death of Sir Edmund, Leonardsleo sc,lcl s ome of the plants 

they had raised and we were fortunate in being- able Lo obtain two forms of this 

hybrid as well as a plant of 'Ping Queen ' a nd one or twc others includin(S the 

only seedling of 'The Ilowager' a beautiful pink cross of ' Nuriel' (f;;,,lconeri x 

grande) with red arboreum, This with its crimson E.:ye closeJ:t resc:11bl?s a 

slightly smaller form of the magnificent pink calophytum ninus the huc:e ydlow 

door-knocker stigma, The oricinal spkncid plant ficured in Mrs Urqn2.,rt ' s book 

and a still larger layer fro□ it is still growi115 at Suuth Lot1ce, It \-ms ranny 

years before the new hybricl coulcl obta in 9,n A.1'1 . am, be nar,1ed in honour of 

the Ilowager Lacy Loder from whom it was obtained as it ha d a habit of flowering 

well only every second year ancl then coming to its best in the miclcUe of th0 

three week interval before the Chelsea Show, 'l'he problem· in recent y ~nrs hc.s 

been to rejuvenate the garden by means of layers where 1J0ssible or grafts, or 

by severely pruning, "cutting to the bone" , so1!le of the larger older plants , 

Similarly, in two cases where two huge beech tree s wur e blmm down 11.ncl devnstated 

the rhododendrons below, this method wa s followe<.l. and we were rewarded with 

strong young growth like young plants aml. t11e blooms of 'Pink Pearl I were 

renewed in double their size, The disastrous clrow~ht of last srnamer 1976 

devastated the &rarc1en in spite of weeks of continuous waterine froPl the pond, 

with the help of the farm water cart nncl the last ;--w,1p to be obtained in the 

village. With the autumn rains many plants reeovered their folia[,>B too late 

to produce but1s for this year, al thouch the eventua l recover;r of many hard hit 

plants remains uncertain, there must inevitably be much permanent claEiaf;"e , 

Experienced advice has always been to refrain from cutti nc t oo soon nnd we 

can only "wait and see" and hope for the best, 

SOUTH LODGE 
SUSSEX 

.MALAYAN MEMO_HIE§_ 

I'llSS J..:. GODl"iAN 

Browsing through some old notes compiled durin[r the late 5O's while servin,s in 

H,M.F. in Mt,,laya I car.1e across a reference to the finding of my first wild 

rhododendrons, 

In early March 1958 I had the opportunity of visitine; the village of Tanah Rata 

situated at over 4,000 ft in the Cru:ieron Highlands, After a yeo:r sweatint; it 

out in the jungles of Johore and Pere.k, the cooler. air of 'l'and1 Rata came as a 

welcome relief and I lost no time in exploring the nearby hills. 

In following a shaded river I arrived at Robinson F:>.11s where the water tumbled 

over a rocky wall in a l oud unhappy crescendo. Growin5 above the river I 

found Rhclodenclron robinsonii, a l arge shrub with l ong narnow leaves ru1d l" l onr; , 

I 

,· 
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orange, bell-shaped flowers born in loose clusters at the encs of the branches. 

As I stood mesmerised at the sight of this, rr:iy first wild rhododendron, some of 

the flowers detached themselves and fell to the river where the current carried 

them away s~iftly like colourful coracles on a tropical tide. 

Later that same clay I walked slowly up a forest track where the trees drippeu. 

orchids and ferns in a great epiphytic orgy. High on 2. bank, its flowers J.ookine­

down to · where I toiled, grew Rh2._cl9§endron _jasf!!,iniiflorum var. ~ctatun. It 

formed a 6 ft shrub of rather compact habit, its branches carrying rosettes of 

2" long obovate leaves and large terminal heads of lonc-tubeu. pink blosso1,1s. 

This was a beautiful species which I was delighted to find in several different 

localities. 

My las~ hour of that memorable day was spent on the su~ITTit of GunonG Jasar (5,600 

ft) which overlooked Tannh Ra.ta. Just below the surnnit the track snaked its way 

through an incredible forest of miniature trees whose writhinc stens and. branchts 

sprouted long beards and curtains of a curious grey and 5-:reen lichen. Years later 

I was reminded of this forest when req.lling Tolkien I s "Lord of the Rings". 

Several excitinc plants grew on the unkempt summit including an extraordinary 

pitcher-plant P.2.I?.enthes gr:acillima with albino pitchers. Hero 8.lso i;rew !i_hd.oc.endron 

malayanum, a low growints shrub with small leaves and loose terminal clusters of 

bell-shaped scarlet flowers. It occured fairly cornL1only, occasionally lo(l[;--ed 

among the dwat;ved trees, but r.iore often fightin5 it out with the e-:round vegetation. 

The next clay I climbed to the sur.uni t of Gunong Brinchang (6,666 ft), which is 

dominated by a radio station. The forest below, however, contained an incredible 

variety of plants which sureed towards the station's perimeter fonce like a creat 

green tide. No sooner had I arrived than I was engulfed by the vet:;etation and 

my minJ boggled as stran~ and unfamiliar plants presented their credentials. 

Several rhododendrons appeared, unfortunately none in flower, but almost certainly 
including R.--1:!F.fil• Very similar to a rho<lodencl.ron in general appearance was 

Anneslea cr_ASS]ices, a member of the JEil..l!£.~, a lar[~ shrub with leathery obov~te 

leaves 4 - 5 inches long and terminal drooping clusters of 1 inch wide orange 

flowers. 

Al though no other rhododendrons were identified that cJa:,r I encountered several 

other members of the Ericaceae, details of which I hope are worth relating. 

Pernettyopsis malayan~ is a rare shrub, a tiny, wiry stemmed plant, with classy 

green leaves 1 inch long. The tiny pink flowers are born sincJ.y in the upper 

leaf axils and are replRced by white berries. It skulked out of sight beneath 

the dominant ground flora as if afraid of meeting the li6ht. 

Resembling more M Arbutus sp. was the evergreen VacciniUTI.]_erakense, a bushy 

shrub of medium size with leathery, shining green, oval leaves 2 inches lone 

bearing scattered pellucid glands on their undersides. The pink bell-shaped 

flowers appeared in terminal clusters o.nd were most ornamental. 

Finally, two Gaul theria species which caught my att.:mtion. .G.! .. l~~arpa wc.s a 

small shrub with arching stems clothed with ovate, l oll/S pointed leaves edged 

with small teeth. The red and yellow pitcher-shape<l flowers were_ born in sr.mll 
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axillary clusters . Similar in stature, G._malay_D:L!.fl:. bore ovnte leaves 3 inches 

long the under surfaces covered by s1:1all brown scales. '!.'he pitcher-shapecl pink 

flpwers appeared in dense spike-like inflore.scence, 'l'his species scrru:iblcd 

among fallen tree branches and commonly occured with a curioL1 s wiry ste[l}]:ied 

e~ergreen holly - Ilex epiphytica. 

All too soon my weekend came to a close nncl the next clay f ouncl ne back in the 

jungles of Perak, ny rhodoclenclrons a heat-blurred neEiory, my mountnins now the 

giant creeper-clad trees. 

Specimens of all the plants collected were pressed between sheets of newspaper 

and placed beneath the mattress on my bed. This £\!most daily operation becar1c 

an: all too familiar si{)ht to ray b:::trr8.ckroom compnnions, whose ini ticl.l 

amazement turned finally to amused assist~nce. 

All my Ericaceous finds were named by Dr H. Sleuner of Leiden. 

HILLIER ARBOHETUM 
HAMPSHIRE 

liliODODENDRONS AlUJ MAGNOLIA::.; OH JERSEY 

HOY LANCASTER 

Jersey is a magnificent island for e;ardeners . It has a temperate cli□ate and 

a long g:rowinc season, usually lastinc; from MH.rch to Nov0mber. The soil is 

lime free (PH 5,5 to 6.5), and in most parts of the island consists of l oon 

over either clay or shale. Heavy frost is a rarG visitc;.r, and as a r esult, 

sµrubs grow to an unusually laree size , and semi-hc..rr1y shrubs such as Acacia 

decurrens clealbata (Mim~sa) ancl Cassia corymbosa thrive, the latter flowering ,, 

from May to November. 

The Jersey gardener's oain enemy is wind., particularly the North Easterly wind , 

which seems to blow almost continuously during the ln.te spring and early 

summer. As the average rainfall is low (it was 834, 6 f'n averaee between the 

years 1950 to 1975) it is essential to protect gardens from this drying wind 

as well as from the Westerly and South Westerly gnles . 'rhoso conditions do 

present great difficulties to the rhododendron enthusiast . 

As one woulu expect Jersey is full of beautiful e-arl,ens both larc,--e anc1 snall. 

The island slopes to the south and is intersected by clE,ep valleys leaMng to 

the sea. A number of woodland gardens which are shel tcred ,frnr:i the wind uml 

watered by small streams can be found in these valleys. Probably the most 

beautiful of them all is Rozel Manor which belone,-s to Bric:auier R.C . LemprierE:­

Robin. One enters a twelfth century Norman Chapel covered in \.listeria and 
' i flanked by a huge Magnolia denudat2" As you l ook down the val1ey over two 

l', . 
su~ceeding ponds you will see, on the right, a nunber of l arge camellias 

and on the hill above a Magnolia x soulnngiana 1Alexandrina ' and a Magnolia x 

s6ulangicma. 'Alba' beautifully plante( in the 1950 1 s by Captain J.B. Bolitho, 

the flowers showing up clearly against the blue sky. 

Beside the first pond stands a huge I Swrunp Cypress,· 'raxodiuri clistichum, 137 ft 

high. The ponds are edged with iris kaemferi and Arum Lilies. Here is a 

r'. 
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planting of hybrid rhododendrons and some very large specimens of Cornus nuttalli 

c. oapitata and Magnolia mollicomata. Further down the valley, in a damp and 

sheltered spot, are R. gie;anteum nnd R. sino-6-ranc'te, K. W. 21602 pl:-,.nted in 1954 

and Magnolia rnollicomata 11Rnarth' planted in 1956, which flowered for the first 

time last year, Near the house there are two Magnolia delavayi nncl n M. 

campbellii, though the latter is not so large as the one at La Chnir, Rozel • 

. Another remarkable garden is Belles Roches, Vallee-des-Vaux. It is laid out 

on a steep slope facing north and it is hard to b0lieve that it has been 

created in the last eighteen years. It is an exciting earden, full of r.iystery 

and hidden corners. The walls of the old pig-sties now in ruins, are smothered 

with Clematis bacearica, Cotoneaster horizontalis and c. dammeri. A lar15e 

Brown Turkey fig tree pushes up through the roof now open to the sky, and crocuses 

force their way through the cracks of the brick floor, The Gfil'den is a wild 

garden, with numerous narrow paths winding their way among rhodoclenclrons, arnl 

there a.re apple trees covered with Clematis and climbing roses. By the house 

is a lovely !·fagnolia delavayi which was planted sixteen years ar:-;o and is now 

twenty f'ive feet high. There are many different varieties of rhodoc1enc1.ron clc,ine 

well, among them a fine specimen of R. falconeri ~nu a R. GTiffithianum: There 

are a number of R. Loderi, and also R. 1 Sappho 1 , R. 1fobleanum , R. 

'May Day'and R. 'China'- to narae but a few. 

Samares Manor, belonging to Mrs E.C, Obbarl1, has a frunous am1 beautiful 6-ri.rden 

laid ,out in 1925, It is full of magnificent speci1.1ens of rare trees ancl ::,hrubs, 

flourishing, thanks to the skillful planting of shelter belts of Griselinia, 

variegated Hollies, both silver anc1 gold, and Eonynus. There are walled eu,rclens 

and lawns, rose gardens and a large wild garden watered by streams and a nwnber 

of ponds. Here are several large Swamp Cypresses, a huge 'Tulip 'l'ree' -

(Liriodendron tulipifera) and some beautiful giant weepine willows and liquid­

ambers. 

This is one of the few gardens in Jersey in .which the rhododendrons are 

relatively safe from drought and wind and there are large clumps of R. 'Purple 

Splendour, R. 'Mrs J.G, Millais'and R. 'Fastuosuu Flore Pleno! amongst many 

others and several plantings of evergreen azaleas. 

The ¥.8-lled garden at Sa.mares is unforgettable, the pink granite showing off to 

perfe,ction the glossy evergreen foliage of Trachelospermum jas□inoicles , the 

pinnate leaves of Clianthus puniceus, both the reel and white forl!ls, and the 

bright golden flowers of Fremontia californica. Here too are Cestrur1 newellii, 

Stauntonia hexaphylla ancl Abelia floribunda. 

One of the most interesting gardens is La Colline, Gorey. It i s on a steep 

slope facing south and has been beautifully designed by Mrs Raymond Lort-Phillips. 

It is crammed full of rare antl well chosed shrubs. At the top of the hill , 

shaded by a large Hoheria I Osborne' , and backed by a camellia heclge , is a cystus 

garden which includes thyme, lavender and rosemary. On a hot Ck~Y one might be 

in Provence or Hacedonia. Walking c1own the hill one passes hy .Euphorbia mellifera 

scented of honey, many varieties of Hostas, Crunellias, which are perhaps t:lrs 

Lort-Phillips first love, and Hebes. The path eventually leads to a quarry 
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which he.s been planted with n, rare collection of wil(1 s pecies roses which incJ.utle 

R.X odorata cigant~a., Coopers Burmese Rose, H. a.nenonoicles n.n<l n. vir,~ininna. 

Among the rhododendrons e:rowine- successfully at La ColJ.ine are R. Lady Alice 

Fitzwilliar.1, R. :raerantissimum and sonc of the lovely n. cinnabarimun hybrids 

with R. 1Blue Tit' nnd 'Blue Diamond' ~,nc'.. R. crassum. 

ST •. PETER. JERSEY MICHAE' ; BONN 

J.IBODODENDRON & CAMELLIA GIWUJ' EXJQ:Bif 

As mentioned earlier in the Bulletin, a Group Exhibit of Rhocloclem1ron is t o be 

held at the Royal Horticultural Society Show on Tucschy o,nd Wednesd:,,y the 14th 

and 15th June 1977, at Vincent Square in London. 

A considerable amount of work is required ·to stnr;e a Group Stnnrl of this nature 

and we are fortunate in havine the benefit of Mr J ohn Bond and J'!lr Alc.n Han1y 

to set up the Stand on this occasion. 'l'he Stand will be inspect<.n: by th0 Royn.l 

Horticultural Society ancl is eli&ible for nn awnrd, so that it is very impcrtrrnt 

that members support the Group by brine;ing sprays or trusses of r hoclocl.em1rons 

or even sprays of extra specia l rho<.loclendron folia,:,e, all of which will be 

staged by Mr Bond ancl Mr Hardy. 

Even if you only have one truss of 11 rhododendron - it will be very we lcorne 

If you do know the name of the flowers you bring , please label them to save 

time, but if you do not, do not worry as t here will be no difficulty with the 

two experts on hand. 

Please complete the form below ancl return it to Hr Bont~. 

To. Mr J.D. Bond 

Verderer's, Hick Rd, 

Engelfield Green, Eghrun. Surrey. 
-----·-----------

I hope to be t;i,ble to bring: ·-·- .. ·-·-~-------·-·-------~~for the Group 

Exhibit at Vincent Square on l1onc1n.y l3th June 1977 between 2 p.n. a.ml 6 p.!11., 

but certainly not later than 9 a.m. on Tuesday 14th June. 

NAME :-

.AJ)DRESS : -

--------·-·--·· ... • ·--•,. ---· - ···-··-•-------- -----·---· 


